In the title compound, [Cu(C 7 H 3 Cl 2 O 2 ) 2 ] n , the Cu II atom lies on a centre of inversion and adopts a [4+2] coordination mode, with two long axial Cu-Cl coordinative bonds complementing four Cu-O bonds from two 2,4-dichloro-6-formylphenolate ligands in a distorted square plane. -stacking interactions are also formed between neighbouring aromatic rings, with a centroid-centroid separation of 3.624 (2) Å . 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 7 Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å , ). The design and synthesis of derivatives of salicylaldehyde and their metal complexes are fascinating areas of research, which can be used in a variety of studies such as drug design, life science, catalysis, and so on (Harkat et al., 2008; Duan et al., 2007) . In our previous studies, we have reported the X-ray single-crystal structures of 3,5-dichloro-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde and 3,5-dibromo-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde (Fan et al., 2008a, b) . In this paper, we report the X-ray single-crystal structure of the title Cu II complex.
In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the coordination geometry of the central Cu II ion can be described as [4 + 2] . Four Cu-O bonds from two 3,5-dichloro-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde anions constitute a distorted square coordination plane with the bond lengths varying from 1.906 (2) to 1.943 (2) Å (Table 1) 
Refinement
H atoms bonded to C atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions (C-H = 0.93 Å) and refined as riding atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure showing displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level for non-H atoms. Cu1 lies on a centre of inversion: unlabelled atoms are related to labelled atoms by the symmetry code 2-x, 2-y, 1-z. 
